New Online Business Primer to Help with
Job Creation in Indian Country

Posted by Christopher James on January 05, 2012 at 02:21 PM EST

Ed. note: This is cross-posted from Open for Business, the blog of the U.S. Small Business
Administration

The U.S. Small Business Administration yesterday launched a new online tool that helps Native
American entrepreneurs prepare for business ownership. The Native American Small Business
Primer: Strategies for Success is a free online business course developed for Native American
entrepreneurs that gives an overview of basic business principles and of the SBA’s programs and
services that help business owners get started.

The new primer is an important tool for American Indians, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian
business owners that can lend in our nation’s overall economic health through business
ownership and creating new jobs. Our ultimate goal is to help spur job creation and to stimulate
economic and business development in our Native American communities.

The new course is the ideal business development tool for the entreprencur’s toolbox that
emphasizes business planning and market research as essential steps to take before going into
business. The course gives useful first steps to take, and includes a section on how to estimate
business start-up costs that help assess the financial needs of starting a business.

SBA’s Office of Native American Affairs works to ensure that American Indian, Alaska Natives
and Native Hawaiian communities have full access to all SBA programs and services. Each year,
more than 200,000 American Indian and Alaska Native and 29,000 Native Hawaiian-owned
businesses add billions to the American economy. We stand at the ready to help even more
Native American entrepreneurs with business ownership.

The course is available from the SBA’s Online Small Business Training web page under Online
Courses for Starting Your Business at http://www.sba.gov/content/online-courses-starting-your-
business.

Christopher James is the Assistant Administrator Office of Native American Affairs at the U.S.
Small Business Administration.
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